
Applause is not something you often hear in the tranquil, lightly populated farmland of 
Elizabeth City. Aside from the occasional tractor, this stretch of North Carolina tends to be 
fairly quiet; it’s no accident that locals affectionately refer to the area as “the Desert.”  
But the silence was broken briefly earlier this month, as the sound of shovels hitting dirt drew 
round after round of applause from community members, local leaders and public officials. 
Under overcast skies, a collection of area policymakers, led by Governor Pat McCrory, (R) North 
Carolina, ceremonially broke ground on the state’s first utility-scale wind power project.

 “This is a historic day for North Carolina,” the governor declared to a packed audience of 
more than 100 attendees visiting the future site of Amazon Wind Farm US East, powered by 
Iberdrola Renewables at Desert Wind. Targeted for completion by the end of 2016, the wind 
farm is projected to bring over $1 million into the local economy annually. At full capacity,  
the landmark project will deploy 104 wind turbines generating up to 208 megawatts (MW)  
of power.

In addition to calling out the farm’s contribution to increasing our energy independence, 
the governor also highlighted a variety of other benefits provided by the project, such as job 
creation. In total, construction of the project is expected to generate roughly 250 construction 
jobs and 10 permanent jobs once it is operational. Beyond the economic benefits, this project 
is a shining example of collaboration and cooperation between the public and private sector.

“Breaking ground on North Carolina’s first wind farm is a perfect demonstration that getting 
to a competitive, clean energy future takes a team effort,” shared Frank Burkhartsmeyer, 
Iberdrola Renewables’ U.S. chief executive officer. “A wind farm of this scale and complexity 
wouldn’t be possible without Gov. McCrory’s leadership, community support and an exciting 
collaboration with Amazon Web Services.”

The critical partnership with Amazon Web Services means that energy generated will  
be delivered into the electrical grid that supplies both current and future AWS cloud  
data centers.
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PH       TO SUBMISSIONS

Do you have a fabulous wind farm photo 
sitting on your desk, phone or computer? 
We really enjoy seeing pictures sent in by our 
readers, some of which have been featured 
in this newsletter, on our Facebook page and  
on Instagram. 

To submit your photos, please email 
your images with a caption and contact 
information to photos@iberdrolaren.com, 
or mail to: Iberdrola Renewables, Attn: Lease 
Administration, 1125 NW Couch St.,  
Suite 700, Portland, OR 97209. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
Groundbreaking in North Carolina	

Wind Technicians Put High-Tech
Tablets to Work
		
5 Questions with Landowner
Tim Sanner at Casselman

Wind Deal With Washington, D.C.

Take Precaution Before Spraying

A collection of area policymakers, led by Governor Pat McCrory, (R) North Carolina, and Iberdrola 
Renewables executives ceremonially broke ground on the state’s first utility-scale wind power project.
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5 Questions 
With Landowner 
Tim Sanner  
 
at Casselman 
Wind Farm
Landowner News recently 

caught up with Tim and Diana 

Sanner (pictured right with 

family) from our Casselman 

Wind Farm. Located in 

Somerset County, Pennsylvania, 

Casselman is putting land 

reclaimed from a former coal 

mine to productive use with  

23 wind turbines sitting atop  

a rehabilitated surface mine.   

Landowner News:  Tell us about your land  

and how long you have lived there.

We have lived as full-time residents in the area 

for 56 years—my entire life. My family lives 

here as well; our daughter lives next door and 

our son and his wife live across the street. We 

enjoy ATVs, hunting, hiking, target shooting 

and relaxation on our property. We love the 

area for its woodlands, mountains, abundant 

wildlife and changing seasons. We’re proud to 

call it our home.

Landowner News:  What made you decide to 

consider a wind farm on your property?  

How has the process been?

My father was approached by a representative 

from Iberdrola Renewables who was very 

instrumental in securing the windmill project 

for us. It has been extremely pleasant to work 

with Iberdrola Renewables, especially Carrie 

Tracy, Jan Johnson, Amy Freeman, Chris 

Long and the Casselman Wind Farm crew. 

From the start of the construction process to 

completion, it was very impressive and was 

completed very smoothly. 
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Efficiency Increases as Wind 
Technicians Put High-Tech 
Tablets to Work
The latest high-tech tool at our wind farms is not in the turbine; it’s the new mobile tablet in 
the hands of hundreds of technicians throughout the fleet. 

True to our mission statement of leading the clean 
energy transformation in the United States, we recently 
launched a new mobility program that provides our wind 
technicians with rugged, securely connected tablets 
with up-to-date and historical maintenance information 
while they’re out in the field. The rapid success of 
the program—expanding across our 55 wind farms 
nationwide—is a testament to those who were ultimately 
responsible for testing and selecting the new mobile 
tablet and program: our own wind technicians. After all, 
who better to decide what works best out in the field? 

So which tablet came out ahead of the pack? The clear winner offered a tactile keyboard for 
easy work order entry, a built-in camera for documentation in the field, a touch screen to view 
wind turbine schematics and historical turbine data, and it met all the security requirements 
laid out by our global IT team. The winner: the Microsoft® SurfaceTM Pro 3 touch-screen tablet 
built on Intel®-based technology. 

“Our old maintenance work order system utilized pen and paper and required manual entry 
into the SAP system by our plant administrators,” said Amy M., Iberdrola Renewables’ director 
in the O&M Services group. “Thanks to the 
mobility program, our work orders have gone 
paperless and now move directly into the  
hands of wind technicians, out in the field. 

“We’re also finding that our inventory is 
automatically kept up to date and the analysis 
of our maintenance data is more accurate.  
At the same time, our technicians have a field 
tool to research, document, report and solve incidents in realtime.” 

When a wind technician joins Iberdrola Renewables, they begin a training program consisting 
of 50 hours of on-the-job and theoretical training, followed by 40 hours of training every year 
for the next five years. Mobility training is now part of that program. 

“Iberdrola Renewables has an awesome training program,” said Jeff B., a senior wind turbine 
technician at our Klondike (Oregon) wind farm. “There are several different qualification 
aspects to it, whether it’s focused on the substation or actual turbine work. They actually 
break down the turbine and we learn about the different parts and become qualified on each 
one before we can do even simple tasks.” 

Jeff B. is a great example of the dedicated wind technicians Iberdrola Renewables hires from 
within local communities. “When I would drive out in the field with my dad, we would drive by 
the wind turbines and I would think, ‘that’s phenomenal.’ I mean, the thing was so huge and 
awesome. Growing up, I always thought it would be a dream to work on these,” he said, taking 
in the view of the turbines around him. “So now, I’m living that dream.”
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Washington, D.C. and Iberdrola 
Renewables Team Up in Record-
Setting Wind Deal
In a move demonstrating how cities can use their purchasing power to lead their communities 
toward a more fiscally secure and renewable future, Washington, D.C. recently penned the 
largest wind power deal of its kind ever entered into by a U.S. city. The project is expected  
to slash carbon emissions while saving citizens of Washington, D.C. $45 million over the  
next 20 years—all thanks to a long-term fixed renewable energy rate negotiated with  
Iberdrola Renewables. 

Long-term fixed pricing for municipal budgets is key, 
especially when compared to the widely fluctuating 
pricing structure that comes with fossil fuels. Among 
municipal citizens who are managing city budgets, the 
difference has been compared to that of long-term, 
fixed-rate  mortgage—versus a variable-rate mortgage.

“Washington, D.C. is very committed to renewable 
energy, and to setting an example for other cities 
to follow,” said Kevin Helmich, director of power 
origination at Iberdrola Renewables. “They purchase for city government buildings so that 
extends to city hall, the fire stations, schools and other public buildings that are part of the  
city structure that supports the District of Columbia.” 

The deal grants the city the entire output of the 46-megawatt (MW) South Chestnut  
Wind Power Project, Iberdrola Renewables’ fourth wind farm, and newest, in Pennsylvania. 
This deal will supply approximately 125,000 MW-hours of emission-free electricity every year. 
The project contributes jobs and revenue to the local economy, and continues the area’s long 
history of energy production. 

As the deal between Iberdrola Renewables and Washington, D.C. shows, cities across the 
nation have the ability to make renewable energy commitments that do two things: lead their 
communities toward cleaner air and water, and provide sustainable long-term fiscal certainty 
that cities can budget around—offering a better and more affordable future for its residents.

Take Precaution Before Spraying
With the end of the growing season 
approaching, it’s important that wind 
energy companies and farmers work 
together to ensure crop maintenance 
is performed safely. 

Chemical spraying and aerial dusting of 
herbicides or pesticides can be useful for 
protecting crops, though it can also present 

a hazard to humans and animals in the area. If you decide to use them, please follow the 
manufacturer’s directions and adhere to all precautions and restrictions. Additionally, before 
scheduling, please notify your local Iberdrola Renewables plant manager or supervisor
(continued, pg 4)

Landowner News:  What are your thoughts 

about renewable energy sources like  

wind power? 

Using our own natural resources is important 

to our country’s future and wind power plays 

a vital role in accomplishing that goal. We are 

proud to be a part of that heritage!

Landowner News:  What types of animals  

do you see on your land? 

We do not raise any animals on our property 

but have an abundance of wildlife here. We see 

deer, grouse, bear, bobcats, a wide variety of 

song birds, raccoons, porcupines, squirrels, 

turkeys, dozens of butterfly species and more. 

We also have a beautiful array of wildflowers, 

some which were provided by the windmill 

company! We appreciate Iberdrola Renewables’ 

efforts to protect our wildlife and property 

while still meeting the need for wind energy.  

It has been a pleasure to work with them and 

we look forward to the future!

Landowner News:  Do you read Landowner 

News? What do you think about it? 

Yes we do, and we enjoy seeing the projects in 

other areas. It is interesting to see what other 

landowners have to say and how wind power 

meets the need for energy in other parts of the 

country. We enjoy seeing their photos as well.

NOTE:  All photos in this story courtesy of 

Tim and Diana Sanner.
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Attn: Lease Administration

1125 NW Couch St., Suite 700

Portland, OR 97209          
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For questions about your land 
agreement or payments, contact us 
toll free at 866-441-4557 or via email 
at leasing@iberdrolaren.com.

	            		           Follow Iberdrola Renewables
 
Iberdrola Renewables is on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Vine and LinkedIn. 
Follow our Twitter account, @IberdrolaRen, the IberdrolaRen Facebook page or the Iberdrola 
Renewables LinkedIn company page to find news and information on wind power trends, 
activities, new facilities and more. 

(Take Caution Before Spraying ... continued) 

with information about chemical spraying or 
aerial crop dusting, including: dates and times 
the application will occur, the name and contact 
information if working with a crop dusting company, and a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) 
for the substance that will be sprayed. This will ensure the safety of our employees and 
contractors so they don’t get sprayed along with your crops!

As an industry leader in safety, Iberdrola Renewables also takes many steps to reduce the 
risk of accidents with aerial crop dusters. For example, our fleet of temporary meteorological 
towers are outfitted with high-visibility paint at the top of the tower, marking balls on the 
guy wires, and high-visibility sleeves along the guy wires as they connect to ground anchors. 
Communication needs to work both ways so we can all enjoy a safe living and working 
environment. Thank you.

Have some ideas on 

how we can make things 

better?  Please share 

them with us at leasing@

iberdrolaren.com

Looking for a previously released 

edition of Landowner News? See our 

archive at http://bit.ly/1M3UEuH. 

As an Air Force Technical Sergeant in the South Dakota Air National Guard, and an Iberdrola 
Renewables wind technician, Brandon J. understands the subtleties of wind. In his civilian 
job, he’s responsible for maintaining wind turbines, while in his military role he ensures that 
F-16 fi ghter pilots have a last line of defense – he maintains escape systems and ejection 
seats – if they have to abandon a plane in midair.

“I love both of my jobs,” Brandon says, “military and wind.” Brandon is one of the many 
Iberdrola Renewables employees who are also enlisted U.S. military service members. 
In fact, more than 15 percent of the company’s operations team are military veterans, and 
more than 10 percent of the total workforce served, or continues to serve, in the military.

Recently, Brandon’s boss, Buffalo Ridge II plant manager Nick T., had an opportunity to 
participate in the Department of Defense’s Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 
(ESGR) program. The program offers employers insight into the military lives experienced 
by employees and promotes cooperation and understanding between service members 
and their civilian employers. 

“Brandon came to me and told me about ESGR,” Nick says. “I was interested from the start, 
and Iberdrola Renewables supported the idea 100 percent.” Iberdrola Renewables has a strong 
culture of supporting military service members and their families, with employees stepping 
forward to cover shifts when coworkers are called to duty. That assurance, along with knowing 
that their jobs will be waiting for them when they return, helps service members focus their 
energy on their duties.

“Everybody at Iberdrola Renewables is so supportive,” Brandon says, admiring a large wind 
turbine. “I love watching these big machines turn. We’re on call all the time. When the power 
is needed, we’re there. Yes, it’s a 24/7 job, and it’s a lot of commitment, but I love it. 
I’m reminded of the importance of the work when we outfi t a jet before a mission. Then it 
comes back without munitions, likely meaning we’ve supported and defended our soldiers 
in harm’s way.”
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Iberdrola Renewables Champions 
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PH       TO SUBMISSIONS

Do you have a fabulous wind farm photo 
sitting on your desk, phone or computer? 
We really enjoy seeing pictures sent in by our 
readers, some of which have been featured 
in this newsletter, on our Facebook page 
and on Instagram. 

Here’s a picture of one of our Oregon wind 
turbines casting an impressive halo through 
the morning fog ... 

To submit your photos, please email 
your images with a caption and contact 
information to photos@iberdrolaren.com, 
or mail to: Iberdrola Renewables, Attn: Lease 
Administration, 1125 NW Couch St., 
Suite 700, Portland, OR 97209. 

                       Follow Iberdrola Renewables
 
Iberdrola Renewables is on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Vine and LinkedIn. 
Follow our Twitter account, @IberdrolaRen, the IberdrolaRen Facebook page or the Iberdrola 
Renewables LinkedIn company page to fi nd news and information on wind power trends, 
activities, new facilities and more. 

Megawatt Madness Wrap-Up 
This spring, during the height of NCAA basketball, we decided to host a friendly competition 
of our own. Megawatt Madness was a bracket-style online tournament to fi nd the most 
admired of the Iberdrola Renewables fl eet. The tournament featured 64 of the company’s 
U.S. sites, but only one walked away with the championship trophy. 

After three weeks and six rounds of heated 
competition, the Trimont Area Wind Farm 
snatched the trophy from the Locust Ridge 
Wind Power Project in a decisive fi nale to the 
tournament!  The Minnesota powerhouse 
took an early lead over Locust Ridge in 
Pennsylvania and never looked back. After 
the dust settled, it was Trimont who claimed 
the right to cut the proverbial net, winning 
our national title by nearly 500 votes! 

Both sites fought hard throughout the entire tournament. Trimont and Locust Ridge brought 
in an astounding 2,260 total votes in round fi ve alone. In the end, it came down to the 
determined employees and community supporters who put in extra effort to spread the 
word. Congratulations to Trimont for their big win, and thanks to everyone who made the 
inaugural Megawatt Madness tournament such a success.

Looking for a previously released edition of Landowner News?
See our archive at http://bit.ly/1M3UEuH. 

Have some ideas on 

how we can make things 

better?  Please share 

them with us at leasing@

iberdrolaren.com

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
We Champion Service Members 

New CEO Says The Future Is 
Bright For Wind Energy

Wildlife Protection Program Winners

Help Us Stay Safe This Summer

Megawatt Madness Wrap-Up

Buffalo Ridge II plant manager, Nick T. (sixth from the left), joins a team of ESGR supporters for a day of 
military training with the Boss Lift program.

PH       TO SUBMISSIONS
We just added another 202 MWs to make our largest wind energy complex in the United States. 
Even with 269 total wind turbines, our projects occupy only a fraction of this greater than 
200,000 acre ranch.

Named after the nearby Baffi n Bay between the mainland and Padre Island, Baffi n Wind Farm 
in Texas recently began testing production, joining the Peñascal I and Peñascal II projects to 
generate a combined 606 MW of clean energy. Baffi n Wind Farm began construction during 
the fourth quarter of 2013 and will reach commercial operation later this year. 

“Completing our third wind farm in Kenedy County exemplifi es the successful partnership 
we’ve built in the community,” said Martín Mugíca, president and CEO of Iberdrola Renewables. 
“With nearly six years of wind farm operations here on the Gulf Coast, we’re happy to expand 
on that relationship locally, and deliver additional long-term economic benefi ts to Texas, the 
nation’s leader in wind energy. Each project represents the culmination of years of hard work, 
and we could not do it without the vision and support of the community, our customers, 
and employees.”

The arrival of the Baffi n Wind Farm is already proving to be a boon to the local community. 
The $300 million investment has already led to the creation of 330 jobs during construction, and 
eight permanent maintenance technician jobs. The project is also providing a stable, long-term 
source of tax revenues thanks to wind energy being a permanent, non-depleting resource. 

All told, Iberdrola Renewables installed 101 Gamesa G97 wind turbines for the project, each 
with a rated capacity of 2 MW. The wind turbines still need to undergo further testing with the 
manufacturer for the next few months, so the wind farm is not yet offi cially “placed in service” 
as defi ned by the IRS. The two pre-existing phases of Peñascal together total 168 turbines and 
403.2 MW. The three wind farms in the complex will combine to power approximately 210,000 
typical homes each year.
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 Baffi n Wind Farm Opens in 
Texas, Generating  202 MW
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KEEP THOSE 

PHOTOS COMING!

We really enjoy seeing the photos sent in 
by our readers, some of which have been 
featured on the Iberdrola Renewables 
Facebook and Instagram pages 
(as well as this newsletter). 

To submit your photos, please email your 
images with a caption and contact information 
to photos@IberdrolaRen.com, or mail to: 
Iberdrola Renewables, Attn: Carrie Tracy, 1125 
NW Couch St., Ste 700, Portland, OR 97209. 

                       Follow Iberdrola Renewables
 
Iberdrola Renewables is on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn. Follow our Twitter 
account, @IberdrolaRen, the IberdrolaRen Facebook page or the Iberdrola Renewables 
LinkedIn company page to fi nd news and information on wind power trends, activities,
new facilities and more. 

Megawatt Madness Ignites 
Iberdrola Renewables Superfans
Excitement around NCAA March Madness inspired us 
to launch a little friendly competition of our own last 
month. On March 16, we tipped off “Megawatt Madness,” 
a bracket-style online tournament featuring top 
contenders from the coveted Iberdrola Renewables fl eet.

The tournament featured 64 of our U.S. locations, with only one all-star site walking away with 
the championship trophy. Even the competitive spirit of those in the bleacher seats blew us 
away. Employees, landowners, community organizations and wind turbine manufacturers 
cast their votes for their favorite renewable sites, sharing what makes each location shine. 
Superfans amplifi ed their votes on social media by using the hashtag #IR64; all the while 
competing for prizes like foam fi ngers and mini basketball hoops. From the round of sixteen, 
to the round of eight and beyond, voting was close throughout six rounds of competition, but 
in the end, one site prevailed and was crowned national champion on April 6!

Now, for the answer to the question we’ve all been waiting for:  Which site beat out 63 others 
to reign supreme in this year’s tournament? Visit megawattmadness.com to see tournament 
results, information on each of the 64 sites, and the big reveal!

Read Previously Released Editions of Landowner News
To read previous editions of Landowner News, please see our archive at 
http://bit.ly/1M3UEuH 

Have some ideas on 

how we can make things 

better?  Please share 

them with us at leasing@

iberdrolaren.com

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
Baffi n Wind Farm Opens in Texas 

Wind Power Spins Strong as 
Polar Vortex Delivers Wintery Blast

5 Questions With 
Landowner Clair Thatcher

Communication is Key

MW Madness Ignites Our Superfans

Kiteboarder Jacqui Bishop rides an Iberdrola Renewables kite in Texas’ Baffi n Bay.
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