
Iberdrola Renewables’ Elk River Wind Farm is one of the newer additions to the small town of 
Beaumont, Kansas, a town rich in cattle and rail history. As home to the oldest wooden water 
tower in America, dating to 1885, Beaumont is a natural fit for a renewable energy company. 

We’re committed to working toward creating sustainable communities in places like 
Beaumont, where we recently celebrated the groundbreaking of the Beaumont Community 
Center. When we built the Elk River Wind Farm in 2005, we made a promise that we would  
help fund a much-needed community center through a matching donation program. 

Together, Elk River Wind Farm and Iberdrola Renewables have donated $90,000 over the years 
to aid in their efforts. Today, that community center is the latest addition in a community that 
is reinventing itself through renewable energy.

“It is all about community, and our community is so much larger than the people who live in 
this town,” Elk River landowner Pete Ferrell told the Butler County Times Gazette. “It’s been 
a huge collaboration for which we have been immeasurably grateful.” As president of the 
Beaumont Community Association, Ferrell and his team were a driving force behind the effort 
to develop the community center, and led the groundbreaking ceremony. We were honored  
to be a part of the event.  

“Iberdrola Renewables works hard to earn the trust and respect of the communities where we 
do business,” said Iberdrola Renewables CEO & president Frank Burkhartsmeyer. “We believe  
in developing and maintaining strong relationships with landowners and local communities.”

The new community center will provide a space for people to gather for meetings, trainings 
and seminars that will help to inform, educate and strengthen the community. The building 
design pays tribute to the community’s rich history, evoking the train depot that graced 
Beaumont during the railroad’s heyday. Just another example of Iberdrola Renewables’ 
commitment to the growing number of communities that are ushering in a more  
sustainable future.
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PH       TO SUBMISSIONS

Photo above submitted by Manzana (CA) 
landowner, Mick Suarez, taken on October 
31. “It was mid-morning and great to watch 
this young wild horse come down from the 
mountains.” Thanks for the great photo, 
Mick! 

To submit your photos, please email 
your images with a caption and contact 
information to photos@iberdrolaren.com, 
or mail to: Iberdrola Renewables, Attn: Lease 
Administration, 1125 NW Couch St.,  
Suite 700, Portland, OR 97209. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
Delivering on a Promise in Kansas 

Winter Safety Tips for Landowners
  
5 Questions with Laura Beane

Construction Resumes in New Mexico

Epic Journey Focusing on Climate Change

Winner of #PowerOfWind Video Contest

Residents of Beaumont and a few Iberdrola Renewables’ staff pose by a rail car at the groundbreaking 
ceremony near the Elk River Wind Farm in Kansas. 
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5 Questions 
With Laura Beane
Landowner News  recently interviewed Laura 

Beane, our new vice president of operations 

and maintenance services, based out of our 

headquarters in Portland, Oregon. 

Landowner News:  How long 

have you been with the 

company and what have  

been your highlights? 

Laura: I joined PacifiCorp in 

1995 and was assigned as an 

analyst to the new ‘renewable 

exploration’ team in 1997.  

This team represented the beginning of what 

later became PPM Energy and what is now 

Iberdrola Renewables, so in many ways I feel 

that I have been a part of this company from 

the very beginning. Over my career I have had 

the opportunity to work in many different 

areas of the business including regulation, 

compliance, strategy, analysis, transmission, 

policy and market structure. In addition, I have 

taken on numerous special projects including 

the company’s innovative Self-Supply program, 

which involves Iberdrola taking on the 

balancing obligation of its 1400 MWs of  

wind in the Pacific Northwest.

Landowner News:  What have been the most 

significant changes in the energy business 

since the start of your career?

Laura: In 1995, utility scale wind turbines 

were a fraction of today’s size, Enron was 

the most admired energy company in the 

world, and natural gas prices were predicted 

to escalate precipitously with the U.S. supply 

exhausted by 2020. Today, wind and other 

renewable sources of generation represent 

a significant and growing component of the 

worldwide energy supply; Enron is the symbol 

of corporate scandal; and fracking and other 

technologies have radically expanded gas 

supply with prices predicted to remain stable. 

The rapid pace of change has been both 

fascinating and challenging and is the primary 

reason I enjoy working in this industry.
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Winter Safety Tips   for Landowners
The winter season is upon us, which means quality 
time spent with family and friends. Whether bundled 
up inside or frolicking in the snow, winter raises 
special safety considerations around area wind farms. 
We’ve put together a list of safety tips for landowners 
and their guests to remember when they partake in 
outdoor activities: 
• Become familiar with the terrain and know the location of turbine towers. 
• Remember there are high-voltage electrical junction boxes along roadways and adjacent farm 

fields and high-voltage transformers near towers. 
• Snowmobile and sled operators must be cautious of transformers located at the base of each 

wind turbine and junction boxes along roadways and adjacent farm fields. Junction boxes and 
warning signs may be obscured by snow. Snowmobiles and sleds should proceed at a slow, safe 
speed in all areas where turbines are visible.

• If you allow hunting on your property, let hunters know that they may encounter avian 
(bird) technicians and wind turbine technicians conducting various tasks on the property. 
These technicians will be wearing hard hats and may be wearing orange vests. Hunters 
should be aware of their presence.

• Landowners who notice any missing or obscured warning signs should notify the local plant 
manager immediately.

Our goal is to operate all facilities in a safe and secure manner, not only for our employees and 
contractors, but also for landowners and the public. Local wind plant managers need to know 
immediately if landowners observe potentially unsafe activity. From our families to yours, best 
wishes for a joyous and safe holiday season and a wonderful 2016!  

Construction Resumes in 
New Mexico

Full construction has resumed at the El Cabo Wind Farm 
in Torrance County, New Mexico. The 298 megawatt (MW) 
project will feature up to 149 wind turbines and is slated 
for commercial operation in the second half of 2017.

The company has secured an offtake arrangement for the full output of the plant, and 
has engaged in significant construction and procurement activities to date. The project’s 
construction schedule had slowed while some transmission-related constraints were 
successfully addressed. The on-site construction effort will now ramp back up, including civil 
and road work on the combined 56,000 acre project area comprising private and state trust 
land managed by the New Mexico State Land Office.

“We have enjoyed a wonderful working relationship with local, regional and state officials to 
get the project to this point, and we’re excited about having a viable commercial operating 
wind farm in sight,” said Frank Burkhartsmeyer, Iberdrola Renewables’ CEO. “With the 
resumption of full construction, we’ll now be building large wind farms in two states new  
to our portfolio, New Mexico and North Carolina.”

The El Cabo Wind Farm has already put a number of local businesses to work, and is expected 
to provide at least $1.5 million in lease payments per year, for a total of at least $37.5M over 
the 25-year life of the project.
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Iberdrola Renewables Leads   Epic Journey Focusing on   Climate Change
From Bilbao, Spain, to Paris, and back to the United States, when it comes to bringing attention 
to global issues like climate change, sometimes the best thing you can do to take action is to 
saddle up and join in for the long ride. That’s true with our recent call for action during the 
COP21 Climate Summit, as well as with our support for the EPA’s new clean power plan. 

Bilbao to Paris by Bike
Iberdrola Renewables recently teamed up with Iberdrola 
companies around the world to participate in the 
Just2Challenge ride from to Bilbao to Paris. The ride 
began on November 20, with a goal of raising awareness 
on climate change and creating a call for action during 
the recent COP21 Climate Summit in Paris. The challenge: 
To contain the average temperature rise of the planet at 
below 2 degrees Celsius.

The Just2 Challenge was one way to showcase all of the work Iberdrola has already done to 
grow the renewable energy industry, reduce emissions and promote efforts to reduce the 
factors that cause climate change. Iberdrola is a global company, and the fight against climate 
change will require a global solution from business, countries and individuals alike. We believe 
renewable energy is an important part of the solution to reduce our carbon footprint, increase 
energy diversity in the United States and around the world, and protect our environment for 
future generations.

Tackling Climate Change at Home
As the world’s largest renewable energy company, we’re on the front lines 
working toward the immediate implementation of climate change solutions. 
There is no flexibility in our timeline: Climate change poses a serious threat to 
global health, global business and the global economy. We must take action 
now and do everything we can to raise awareness leading to bold action. 

Earlier this year, the EPA announced the Clean Power Plan in a historic and important step 
toward reducing carbon pollution from power plants here in the United States. It didn’t 
happen overnight. The Clean Power Plan was shaped by years of unprecedented outreach 
and public engagement. We fully support the result: A fair, flexible and well-designed plan to 
strengthen cleaner and lower-polluting American energy. 

To learn more about our ride from Bilbao to Paris, watch video clips of the journey and  
to learn more about how we can work together to help reduce carbon emissions,  
visit www.just2challenge.com.

That’s a Wrap! The Winner of the   #PowerOfWind Video Contest …
The creativity coming from a classroom of kids can bring the power of wind to light in new 
ways. We hoped to capture some of that innovative thinking in this year’s #PowerOfWind 
video competition, and we were blown away by the results. This fall, hundreds of students 
from schools across the country submitted videos describing what they knew about wind 

Landowner News:   What unique capabilities 

does Iberdrola have that you are most  

proud of?

Laura: Iberdrola’s commitment to safe, 

reliable and responsible operation sets our 

company apart. In my previous role, I was 

focused externally and spent much of my 

time representing Iberdrola and its interests 

at stakeholder meetings and in other forums 

where key policy and regulatory decisions were 

made. It was a pleasure to be able to represent 

a company that is genuinely committed to 

doing the right thing for the environment,  

its customers, and its shareholders.

Landowner News:   What are your 

responsibilities in your new role?

Laura: Our team includes Asset Management, 

Performance Reporting, Operations Business 

Processes, Environmental Health & Safety and 

Land Management. These teams cover a broad 

range of responsibilities involving contract 

management, customer and landowner 

relations, fleet performance analysis, reporting 

and optimization, and full safety program 

training and implementation. My most 

important objective will be to support our 

phenomenal team of experts—people who 

are truly the best at what they do—and work 

to remove barriers that enable them to do 

their jobs more effectively. My focus will be on 

advocating on behalf of the U.S. O&M Services 

team to secure the resources and support 

required for us to continue to deliver top 

quality services to enable our generation fleet 

to perform safely and deliver optimal results 

for Iberdrola and its shareholders.

Landowner News:  What activities do you  

do enjoy outside of your work?

Laura: Outside of the office I enjoy running, 

baking, reading, traveling, playing the piano, 

snow skiing, waterskiing and spending time 

with my husband of 20 years and our teenage 

son. I also serve as the chairman of the board 

of The Climate Trust, a national leader in 

carbon offset projects and innovative  

climate change solutions.

(continued, pg 4) 
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For questions about your land 
agreement or payments, contact us 
toll free at 866-441-4557 or via email 
at leasing@iberdrolaren.com.

                       Follow Iberdrola Renewables
 
Iberdrola Renewables is on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Vine and LinkedIn. 
Follow our Twitter account, @IberdrolaRen, the IberdrolaRen Facebook page or the Iberdrola 
Renewables LinkedIn company page to find news and information on wind power trends, 
activities, new facilities and more. 

(#PowerOfWind...continued) 

power, why it’s important and how they would use it 
if they could harness all the wind in the world. 

Our judges were hard-pressed to pick a winner as 
young engineers proposed projects using wind 
to do everything from creating homework to 
manufacturing chocolate teddy bears. We even saw 
some incredible dance moves and musical talent.

After much deliberation, our judges were thrilled to announce that this year’s winner of the 
#PowerOfWind contest is Van Wert Elementary School in Ohio, near the Blue Creek Wind Farm. 
The Van Wert class created an imaginative musical starring local “wind techs” and smart zoo 
animals who explain the benefits of wind power. There’s even an original song and dance 
celebrating the turbines in Van Wert.

As the grand prize winner, Van Wert Elementary will receive a $2,500 energy education 
grant from Iberdrola Renewables. Every school that participated will also receive a KidWind® 
Advanced Wind Experiment Classroom pack that allows students to discover advanced aspects 
of wind turbine technology and test different blade designs, gear ratios and generators. 
Congratulations to Van Wert Elementary, to all of the schools who participated this year and 
thank you to the teachers and parents who make clean energy education a priority for  
today’s students.

Have some ideas on 

how we can make things 

better?  Please share 

them with us at leasing@

iberdrolaren.com

Looking for a previously released edition of Landowner News? 
See our archive at http://bit.ly/1M3UEuH. 

As an Air Force Technical Sergeant in the South Dakota Air National Guard, and an Iberdrola 
Renewables wind technician, Brandon J. understands the subtleties of wind. In his civilian 
job, he’s responsible for maintaining wind turbines, while in his military role he ensures that 
F-16 fi ghter pilots have a last line of defense – he maintains escape systems and ejection 
seats – if they have to abandon a plane in midair.

“I love both of my jobs,” Brandon says, “military and wind.” Brandon is one of the many 
Iberdrola Renewables employees who are also enlisted U.S. military service members. 
In fact, more than 15 percent of the company’s operations team are military veterans, and 
more than 10 percent of the total workforce served, or continues to serve, in the military.

Recently, Brandon’s boss, Buffalo Ridge II plant manager Nick T., had an opportunity to 
participate in the Department of Defense’s Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 
(ESGR) program. The program offers employers insight into the military lives experienced 
by employees and promotes cooperation and understanding between service members 
and their civilian employers. 

“Brandon came to me and told me about ESGR,” Nick says. “I was interested from the start, 
and Iberdrola Renewables supported the idea 100 percent.” Iberdrola Renewables has a strong 
culture of supporting military service members and their families, with employees stepping 
forward to cover shifts when coworkers are called to duty. That assurance, along with knowing 
that their jobs will be waiting for them when they return, helps service members focus their 
energy on their duties.

“Everybody at Iberdrola Renewables is so supportive,” Brandon says, admiring a large wind 
turbine. “I love watching these big machines turn. We’re on call all the time. When the power 
is needed, we’re there. Yes, it’s a 24/7 job, and it’s a lot of commitment, but I love it. 
I’m reminded of the importance of the work when we outfi t a jet before a mission. Then it 
comes back without munitions, likely meaning we’ve supported and defended our soldiers 
in harm’s way.”
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Do you have a fabulous wind farm photo 
sitting on your desk, phone or computer? 
We really enjoy seeing pictures sent in by our 
readers, some of which have been featured 
in this newsletter, on our Facebook page 
and on Instagram. 

Here’s a picture of one of our Oregon wind 
turbines casting an impressive halo through 
the morning fog ... 

To submit your photos, please email 
your images with a caption and contact 
information to photos@iberdrolaren.com, 
or mail to: Iberdrola Renewables, Attn: Lease 
Administration, 1125 NW Couch St., 
Suite 700, Portland, OR 97209. 

                       Follow Iberdrola Renewables
 
Iberdrola Renewables is on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Vine and LinkedIn. 
Follow our Twitter account, @IberdrolaRen, the IberdrolaRen Facebook page or the Iberdrola 
Renewables LinkedIn company page to fi nd news and information on wind power trends, 
activities, new facilities and more. 

Megawatt Madness Wrap-Up 
This spring, during the height of NCAA basketball, we decided to host a friendly competition 
of our own. Megawatt Madness was a bracket-style online tournament to fi nd the most 
admired of the Iberdrola Renewables fl eet. The tournament featured 64 of the company’s 
U.S. sites, but only one walked away with the championship trophy. 

After three weeks and six rounds of heated 
competition, the Trimont Area Wind Farm 
snatched the trophy from the Locust Ridge 
Wind Power Project in a decisive fi nale to the 
tournament!  The Minnesota powerhouse 
took an early lead over Locust Ridge in 
Pennsylvania and never looked back. After 
the dust settled, it was Trimont who claimed 
the right to cut the proverbial net, winning 
our national title by nearly 500 votes! 

Both sites fought hard throughout the entire tournament. Trimont and Locust Ridge brought 
in an astounding 2,260 total votes in round fi ve alone. In the end, it came down to the 
determined employees and community supporters who put in extra effort to spread the 
word. Congratulations to Trimont for their big win, and thanks to everyone who made the 
inaugural Megawatt Madness tournament such a success.

Looking for a previously released edition of Landowner News?
See our archive at http://bit.ly/1M3UEuH. 

Have some ideas on 

how we can make things 

better?  Please share 

them with us at leasing@

iberdrolaren.com

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
We Champion Service Members 

New CEO Says The Future Is 
Bright For Wind Energy

Wildlife Protection Program Winners

Help Us Stay Safe This Summer

Megawatt Madness Wrap-Up

Buffalo Ridge II plant manager, Nick T. (sixth from the left), joins a team of ESGR supporters for a day of 
military training with the Boss Lift program.

PH       TO SUBMISSIONS
We just added another 202 MWs to make our largest wind energy complex in the United States. 
Even with 269 total wind turbines, our projects occupy only a fraction of this greater than 
200,000 acre ranch.

Named after the nearby Baffi n Bay between the mainland and Padre Island, Baffi n Wind Farm 
in Texas recently began testing production, joining the Peñascal I and Peñascal II projects to 
generate a combined 606 MW of clean energy. Baffi n Wind Farm began construction during 
the fourth quarter of 2013 and will reach commercial operation later this year. 

“Completing our third wind farm in Kenedy County exemplifi es the successful partnership 
we’ve built in the community,” said Martín Mugíca, president and CEO of Iberdrola Renewables. 
“With nearly six years of wind farm operations here on the Gulf Coast, we’re happy to expand 
on that relationship locally, and deliver additional long-term economic benefi ts to Texas, the 
nation’s leader in wind energy. Each project represents the culmination of years of hard work, 
and we could not do it without the vision and support of the community, our customers, 
and employees.”

The arrival of the Baffi n Wind Farm is already proving to be a boon to the local community. 
The $300 million investment has already led to the creation of 330 jobs during construction, and 
eight permanent maintenance technician jobs. The project is also providing a stable, long-term 
source of tax revenues thanks to wind energy being a permanent, non-depleting resource. 

All told, Iberdrola Renewables installed 101 Gamesa G97 wind turbines for the project, each 
with a rated capacity of 2 MW. The wind turbines still need to undergo further testing with the 
manufacturer for the next few months, so the wind farm is not yet offi cially “placed in service” 
as defi ned by the IRS. The two pre-existing phases of Peñascal together total 168 turbines and 
403.2 MW. The three wind farms in the complex will combine to power approximately 210,000 
typical homes each year.
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KEEP THOSE 

PHOTOS COMING!

We really enjoy seeing the photos sent in 
by our readers, some of which have been 
featured on the Iberdrola Renewables 
Facebook and Instagram pages 
(as well as this newsletter). 

To submit your photos, please email your 
images with a caption and contact information 
to photos@IberdrolaRen.com, or mail to: 
Iberdrola Renewables, Attn: Carrie Tracy, 1125 
NW Couch St., Ste 700, Portland, OR 97209. 

                       Follow Iberdrola Renewables
 
Iberdrola Renewables is on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn. Follow our Twitter 
account, @IberdrolaRen, the IberdrolaRen Facebook page or the Iberdrola Renewables 
LinkedIn company page to fi nd news and information on wind power trends, activities,
new facilities and more. 

Megawatt Madness Ignites 
Iberdrola Renewables Superfans
Excitement around NCAA March Madness inspired us 
to launch a little friendly competition of our own last 
month. On March 16, we tipped off “Megawatt Madness,” 
a bracket-style online tournament featuring top 
contenders from the coveted Iberdrola Renewables fl eet.

The tournament featured 64 of our U.S. locations, with only one all-star site walking away with 
the championship trophy. Even the competitive spirit of those in the bleacher seats blew us 
away. Employees, landowners, community organizations and wind turbine manufacturers 
cast their votes for their favorite renewable sites, sharing what makes each location shine. 
Superfans amplifi ed their votes on social media by using the hashtag #IR64; all the while 
competing for prizes like foam fi ngers and mini basketball hoops. From the round of sixteen, 
to the round of eight and beyond, voting was close throughout six rounds of competition, but 
in the end, one site prevailed and was crowned national champion on April 6!

Now, for the answer to the question we’ve all been waiting for:  Which site beat out 63 others 
to reign supreme in this year’s tournament? Visit megawattmadness.com to see tournament 
results, information on each of the 64 sites, and the big reveal!

Read Previously Released Editions of Landowner News
To read previous editions of Landowner News, please see our archive at 
http://bit.ly/1M3UEuH 

Have some ideas on 

how we can make things 

better?  Please share 

them with us at leasing@

iberdrolaren.com
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Baffi n Wind Farm Opens in Texas 

Wind Power Spins Strong as 
Polar Vortex Delivers Wintery Blast

5 Questions With 
Landowner Clair Thatcher

Communication is Key

MW Madness Ignites Our Superfans

Kiteboarder Jacqui Bishop rides an Iberdrola Renewables kite in Texas’ Baffi n Bay.
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