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AVANGRID is the embodiment of community. Our clean energy facilities  
and smart grids connect our customers and communities to a vital  
resource that powers everyday life and work. In partnership with the  
Avangrid Foundation, we can deepen those connections by investing  
not only in infrastructure, but also in the well-being of our communities  
and the people who live in them. This commitment helps ensure that the 
whole extended “grid” — the one in which we live — remains vital.

James P. Torgerson
President, Avangrid Foundation
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In so many ways, 2017 was a remarkable
year for the Avangrid Foundation. Based in
Orange, Connecticut, the Foundation is the
primary charitable arm of AVANGRID, Inc. 
and its operating companies Avangrid 
Renewables, Berkshire Gas, CMP, CNG, Maine 
Natural Gas, NYSEG, RG&E, SCG and UI.*
 
Certainly, the easiest way to measure 
our impact is to highlight the amount of 
funding awarded to our partners during the 
year, which surpassed $5.6 million in giving 
to over 650 organizations through grants, 
scholarships and employee giving matches.  

Further, we are grateful to have had 
the opportunity to provide services 
and experiences for many individuals 
and families this year. While counting 
beneficiaries is rarely an exact science, we 
know that our investments in programs 
focused on social welfare alone (like food, 
shelter and services) have impacted more 
than a quarter of a million people directly 
in urban, rural and peri-urban communities 
across the United States. Our investments 

in postsecondary education, scholarships 
and workforce helped more than 1,000 
students and workers this year, and some 
investments supporting training and higher 
education programs will have perpetual 
impact. Indirectly our investments have 
touched many thousands more, at home 
and abroad. 

These are big numbers, but they don’t tell 
the whole story.
 
How the Avangrid Foundation allocated 
that money, along with the ongoing 
work to bring projects funded in prior 
years to fruition, is what made 2017 a 
time of building sustainable communities, 
helping vulnerable persons and advancing 
education.

PRIORITY AREAS
Art & Culture: 	 $	 345,078
Biodiversity, Environment  
& Climate Action: 	 $	2,584,000
Community Partnerships:  	 $	1,829,305
Education, Training & Research: 	$	 891,029

LET’S TAKE A CLOSER LOOK
The Avangrid Foundation is aligned with
the AVANGRID mission of a low-carbon
future. By making investments with 
“green” practices in mind, the Avangrid  
Foundation further promotes the 
sustainability of communities where 
AVANGRID is already working to reduce 
emissions intensity by 25% by the year 
2020 compared to our 2015 baseline and  
to be carbon neutral by 2035. Though in 
2017, we provided funding for and 

We Put Energy into What Really Matters
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realized the impact of many ongoing 
investments across a diverse group of 
partners, access to clean and affordable 
energy, sustainability and climate action 
underscored the majority of our giving.
 
Education is important to us. The  
Foundation partnered with several 
schools, research institutes  and museums  
to support S.T.E.M., environment  
and climate action-related curriculum 
development and educational programs. 
Our partners in this effort include leading 
institutions like the Peabody Museum 
of Natural History at Yale University, the 
Maine State Museum, the Rochester  
Museum and Science Center, the Will 
Steger Foundation and Girls, Inc.

Quality housing is vital for strong  
communities. The Foundation assisted 
with the construction of energy-efficient 
affordable housing through a partnership  
with multiple Habitat for Humanity chapters.

Cultural and service organizations make
communities sustainable. The Foundation
supported energy-efficient capital  
improvement projects including several  
arts and theater organizations and 
community service organizations like the 
Bridgeport (Conn.) Rescue Mission, Mercy 
House of the Southern Tier and the Ronald 
McDonald House of Connecticut.
 
We promote responsible consumption and 
production while helping those in need. 

Our support for food banks helps hungry 
families meet basic needs in Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Maine, New York and 
Oregon. These investments also support 
local purchasing and food waste recycling. 
One highlight was the opening of the 
Avangrid Foundation – CHOW® warehouse 
in partnership with the Broome County (NY)  
Council of Churches. This new warehouse, 
opened in spring of 2017, will support the 
distribution of over a million meals a year 
to families in need.

A healthy environment makes what  
we do possible. Our support for habitat 
preservation and wildlife conservation 
included competitive grants for bird  
rehabilitation, funds for watershed  

*�AVANGRID, Inc. is an affiliate of Iberdrola, S.A. 

We work to spread good will by enhancing  
sustainability and quality of life in the  
communities we serve.

NEW YORK: COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS/EDUCATION

It is because of organizations like the Avangrid Foundation that the 
Ibero American Action League, Inc. is able to deliver our award-winning 
programs to more than 200 children and families in Rochester. We focus 
on literacy, socialization skills and youth programs aimed at improving 
attendance, academic performance and leadership abilities. We also 
support families through workshops on children’s education, financial 
literacy, securing employment and buying a home.

Through our partnership, we have seen families – many of whom are 
from the fourth poorest neighborhood in the United States – thrive in 
school, at home and in the workplace. These things all lead to building 
stronger families and stronger communities. 

Hilda Rosario Escher, President and CEO  



PRIORITY AREAS OF GIVING 

Education, Training  
& Research

Developing leaders and  
supporting innovation

Art & Culture 
Safeguarding artistic and cultural 

heritage through conservation, 
restoration and local development

Biodiversity, Environment  
& Climate Action 

Protecting the environment,  
enhancing biodiversity and 

fighting climate change

Community Partnerships
Helping the most  
vulnerable people

restoration along the Hudson River in New 
York and land conservation throughout  
the Northeast. In Maine, the Foundation 
celebrated the installation of electric vehicle 
charging stations and solar arrays as part of 
an ongoing project.

We are also here to help. Throughout 
2017, there was an expanded focus on 
disaster preparedness and emergency 
relief for communities affected by natural 
disaster.

The roots of the Avangrid Foundation date 
back to 2002, having been known by other 
names including the Energy East Foundation 
and the Iberdrola USA Foundation. Since 
AVANGRID, Inc. was formed in 2015, the 
Avangrid Foundation has been working to 
continue and build on the historic legacy 
of giving in our communities. In 2017 we 
developed a strategic roadmap to help 
use social value and a focus on what really 
matters – investing in an increasing number 
of sustainable communities and improving 
the quality of life for people.

We are truly local and global. The United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals, 
detailed on page 7, are guideposts in 
that roadmap. In 2018, our partners can 
expect to see the Avangrid Foundation 
accept the U.N.’s call for global action to 
tackle the major environmental, social 
and economic challenges threatening the 
future of the planet.
 
So, yes, 2017 featured a big number. But 
how we put our “energy” into supporting 
our communities is what really matters.

Our Board of Directors

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR 2017 

Avangrid Foundation Summary of Accounts 
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Nicole Licata Grant
Director and 
Treasurer, Avangrid 
Foundation

Robert D. Kump
Board Director

Laura Beane
Board Director

Craig N. Denekas
Independent Board
Director

Antonio M. Pérez
Independent Board
Director

Mark V. Dolan
Secretary, Avangrid 
Foundation

James P. Torgerson
President, Avangrid 
Foundation

Since the company was established in 
2015, AVANGRID, Inc. and its subsidiaries 
have contributed more than $7 million  
to the Avangrid Foundation.*

FINANCIAL OUTCOMES FOR 2017
The Avangrid Foundation’s income in 2017 
was $4,091,802.

The Foundation made $5,649,412 in  
grants and charitable contributions and 
an additional $171,057 in administrative 
expenses, for a net income of $5,820,469.

Unrestricted net assets at the end of 
the period were $6,529,503, including 
$600,000 in committed and designated 
grants and contributions to be paid  
after 2017.

FUNDING SOURCES
The primary contributors to the Foundation  
in 2017 were AVANGRID, Inc. and its 
operating companies, with further 
funding approved for 2018. In addition, 
the Foundation earns revenue through 
rental and investment income that is 
used in grant making.

INVESTMENT POLICY
Aside from retaining a reasonable amount 
in reserves each period, most of the 
Foundation’s funds are to be spent in the 

short-term so that there are few funds for 
longer-term investment.

The Board of Directors reviews the banking 
arrangements and investments on an 
ongoing basis, ensuring maximum returns 
to the Foundation as far as possible with 
minimized risk and impediment to overall 
grant-making.

REAL ESTATE POLICY
The Foundation owns limited real  
estate and manages the portfolio to 
offset the expenses and to increase the 
amount of unrestricted funds to be used 
in grant-making each year. The Foundation 
may rent or sell real estate assets as part  
of the overall financial strategy of the 
organization. These properties were 
received via donation to predecessor 
entities and were transferred to the 
Avangrid Foundation.

RESERVES POLICY
Reserves are needed to meet the working 
capital requirements of the Foundation 
during a period of growth and development, 
and the Board of Directors remains  
confident that the current level of 
reserves is sufficient to allow for the 
continued activities of the Foundation 
through 2018.

REVENUES
Rental income 	 $	  474,091 
Contributions 	 $	 3,537,656 
Interest income 	 $	 80,055 
______________________________________ 
Total Revenues	  $	 4,091,802

EXPENSES
Grants and charitable  
contributions	 $	 5,649,412 
Rental expenses	 $	 139,288
Administrative expenses	 $	 31,769
______________________________________  
Total Expenditure 	 $ 	 5,820,469

BALANCE SHEET  
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2017 (cash basis)
Cash (Current Assets)	 $	 3,662,062 
Property	 $	 2,867,441
Liabilities	 $	 0
______________________________________  
Net Assets (unrestricted)	 $	  6,529,503

In 2017, the Foundation made 157 
individual grants, matching gifts and 
donations to organizations that ranged 
in size from $50 to $2.5 million.

*Additional resources were incorporated from the former Iberdrola USA Foundation.



Invested more than $3.25M  
on scholarships in higher  
education and research  

partnerships. In 2017, the Avangrid  
Foundation Scholarship Program 
provided 10 scholars fully funded 

MA degrees in energy and  
engineering at leading universities 

in the United States and Spain.
#lightforyourfuture

Education, Training & Research

$891,029

Community Partnerships 

$1,829,305

Art & Culture

$345,078 

Biodiversity, Environment  
& Climate Action 

$2,584,000

WE PROVIDED

$5,649,412
TO MORE THAN 650 ORGANIZATIONS

WITH A FOCUS ON WELL-BEING IN  
OUR COMMUNITIES
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2017 Highlights

U.N. Sustainable Development Goals

A Worldwide Impact

Support for basic needs 
like housing, fuel assistance  

and food reached over 250,000 
individuals and their families.

Helped provide emergency 
response services to millions 
of people after severe weather 

events by supporting the American 
Red Cross, Save the Children  

and Salvation Army.

U.S. Europe

Spain
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The Avangrid Foundation’s giving aligns with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), a call for global action to tackle the major environmental, social and economic 
challenges threatening the future of the planet through more inclusive and sustainable 
development models.

The Avangrid Foundation focuses giving primarily in, but not limited to, organizations 
with a presence in the communities we serve, both in our everyday work and in those times 
and places of extraordinary crisis or special need. We also invest with prominent partners that 
are making a difference locally and globally in the areas of higher education, environment 
and climate action and sustainable development. Overseas we provided emergency 
humanitarian assistance to hurricane-ravaged Puerto Rico and the Caribbean, and awarded 
scholarships for U.S.-based students to study in the United States and abroad.



Mission: Bridgeport Rescue Mission (BRM)
demonstrates the love of God to the hungry, 
homeless and addicted. We provide a place 
of hope and dignity, fighting poverty from 
the inside out.

Location: Bridgeport, Connecticut.

Beneficiaries: More than 7,500 men, 
women and children annually.   

Duration: One-time gift, in partnership 
with United Illuminating and Southern 
Connecticut Gas.

 

What: Installation of an energy-efficient 
commercial-grade walk-in refrigerator 
to support the community kitchen and 
pantry.

Why did we do it? 

Impact:
•	� The more efficient large-capacity walk-in 

unit replaced a 40-year-old wall unit in 
an old, inefficient kitchen. 

•	� Bridgeport Rescue Mission was able  
to respond directly to the rising need 
for food assistance in Fairfield County 
as food insecurity has risen in  
Connecticut. 

•	� BRM served 450,000 meals in 2016. 
In 2017 the number rose to 550,000 
meals, and the new refrigerator was key  
in helping to meet the increased need.

Our Ongoing Role:
AVANGRID employees serve on the BRM 
board and as volunteers. The Foundation’s 
gift continues to be leveraged for the 
community. 
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Partner: Bridgeport Rescue Mission
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

Avangrid Foundation Board Director Robert Kump serves 
food at the BRM.  

For more information:  
youtube.com/watch?v=DuesQz3Mu6A

Kim F. Fawcett
Director of Strategic Partnerships

The Avangrid  

Foundation team took a  

genuine interest in our work 

feeding hungry families. They 

visited the Mission and were able 

to witness firsthand how the new 

walk-in refrigeration unit changed 

our ability to serve the  

community.

What We Did. Who We Worked With. Who We Are.
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MAINE: SCHOLARSHIPS, EDUCATION & TRAINING 

The partnership between the Avangrid  
Foundation, Central Maine Power and Kennebec 
Valley Community Colleges provides extraordinary  
opportunities for students, educators and the 
local workforce. Scholarship gifts provided by the 
Avangrid Foundation ensure educational and career 
pathways for students, and the program advising 
and technical support provided by CMP ensures 
that students receive high-quality, workforce- 
relevant education and practical experiences. 

Michelle Webb, Executive Director

OREGON: COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

The Avangrid Foundation support for the  
Oregon-based Chelsea Hicks Foundation helps 
children fighting serious illness become “warriors,”  
finding hope and strength to beat their odds 
through costume dress-up and play. Research 
shows that active therapeutic play can promote 
normal development and significantly reduce 
the psychological and physiological stress for 
children facing serious medical challenges. 

Sabrina Prill, Co-Founder & CFO 
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NEW YORK: ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE ACTION 

Avangrid  Foundation has been a good neighbor and friend of  Lasdon Park 
& Arboretum. This continued support has seen our annual attendance climb 
to 100,000 visitors from the tri-state region. More than 50% of our visitors are 
NYSEG customers and are reminded of your commitment to this park and our 
mission to educate the public on the environment and conservation. 

AVANGRID has helped make it possible to create a unique, lasting educational 
experience for the people of the Lower Hudson Valley and beyond that will 
advance our understanding of conservation and the botanical world. 

Ted C. Kozlowski, Coordinator of Natural Resources

Mission: Improve the lives of low-income 
residents and communities of color in 
Connecticut over 10 years; a partnership 
of the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston with 
the Connecticut Council for Philanthropy.

Location: Eligible cities across Connecticut. 

Beneficiaries: Tens of thousands of people 
statewide, directly and indirectly.   

Duration: Three-year grant, with ongoing 
collaboration.

What: 
•	� The Working Cities Challenge (WCC) 

provides funding and a framework of 
engagement for leaders from the public, 
private and nonprofit sectors to tackle 
complex challenges facing post-industrial 
cities and to achieve large-scale impact 
with a focus on sustainable development,  
increased economic opportunities, 
poverty reduction and better social 
outcomes for at-risk residents.

•	� Five Connecticut cities were awarded 
$450,000 in grants to support the  
development of collaboratively designed 
programs. These cities are Danbury, 
East Hartford, Hartford, Middletown  
and Waterbury.

Why did we do it? 

Impact:
•	� In Danbury, the grant will address 

underemployment and unemployment 
of low-income immigrants by building a 
network of services to provide proficiency 
in language skills and access to childcare 
services, enabling access to better jobs.

•	� In East Hartford, the grant will improve 
the quality of life for residents in the 
Silver Lane neighborhood by enhancing 
workforce development and educational  
resources for a largely immigrant 
community. 

•	� In Hartford, the grant will tackle two 
challenges in South Hartford: endemic 
poverty and the need for an educated 
workforce to attract and retain employers 
in the capital city and the region.

•	� In Middletown, over 20 organizations 
will collaborate to increase the earning 
power of single-parent households by 
identifying meaningful employment 
opportunities and providing training 
and resources to obtain living-wage, 
career-sustaining work.   

•	� In Waterbury, a focus on the isolated 
South End neighborhood, with a 23% 
unemployment rate, will enhance job 
training and childcare services to help 
residents earn a living wage.

Our Ongoing Role:
•	� The Avangrid Foundation is a leading 

private donor to the WCC in Connecticut 
and plays an active role in the Steering 
Committee. We will continue to engage 
on implementation and results.

•	� The Avangrid Foundation expects to 
support the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Boston as it expands WCC throughout 
Northern New England.

For more information:  
youtube.com/watch?v=2HNHeKw57WA 

Photo credit: Federal Reserve Bank of Boston
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Partner: Working Cities Challenge
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP



Partner: Broome County Council of Churches
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
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NEW YORK: ENVIRONMENT  
& CLIMATE ACTION 

Our work is made possible  
by the generous support of 
our Adirondack Research 
Consortium partners, like  
the Avangrid Foundation,  
who share our passion for  
promoting research and  
information to inform policies  
impacting the region. Together  
we are finding ways to better 
serve our members, partnering  
organizations and the  
Adirondack community. 

Daniel T. Fitts, Executive Director

NEW YORK: ENVIRONMENT  
& CLIMATE ACTION 

Riverkeeper is incredibly lucky 
to work with more than 120 
community groups, partner 
organizations, individuals and 
funders like the Avangrid  
Foundation across New York 
City and the Hudson Valley who 
share our vision for a trash-free  
Hudson River. Without their 
partnership, Riverkeeper Sweep 
would not be possible. 

Jen Benson, Education and Outreach 
Coordinator

May 2017: 1,765 volunteers, including employees 
from AVANGRID and NYSEG, hauled 26 tons of 
trash from the Hudson River shorelines at 102 
locations at the Sixth Annual Riverkeeper Sweep.

Mission: Connecting compassion with 
needs, inspiring growth with dignity.

Location: Binghamton, New York.

Beneficiaries: More than 50,000 individuals 
per year.

Duration: Gifts in 2015 and 2016 in  
partnership with NYSEG; warehouse 
opened in June 2017.

What: Capacity building and renovations to 
Community Hunger Outreach Warehouse 
(CHOW®), Renovations to CHOW  include a 
forklift-ready, energy-efficient refrigerator 
and freezer room, a larger sorting area to 
handle incoming items and space for an 
additional 88,000 pounds of food.
 

Why did we do it? 

Impact:
•	� The renovated warehouse is helping to 

meet growing needs more efficiently. 
CHOW, through its network of nearly 100 
partner agencies (pantries, community 
meals and nonprofit organizations), 
distributes over 2 million pounds of 
food each year.

•	� Improved management of food waste 
and food recycling locally increased 
capacity to train and hire workers and to  
provide job and volunteer opportunities,  
including to at-risk or vulnerable groups.

Our Ongoing Role:
The Avangrid Foundation funded  
approximately half the total cost of 
renovations. In June 2017, the expanded 
facility opened as “Avangrid Foundation–
CHOW,” which represents the ongoing 
commitment to helping communities 
make strides in the battle against hunger.

Rev. Dr. Joseph Sellepack, Executive Director 

Prior to the renovations, 
CHOW did not have the  

capacity to accommodate large 
donations of perishable foods and 

fresh produce. Thanks to our partners, 
our newly renovated warehouse allows 

CHOW to accept and distribute 
greater quantities of healthy 
foods to help our neighbors 

in Broome County.
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Mission: The Maine State Museum builds 
and maintains systematic collections 
regarding Maine’s pre-history, history and 
natural science. 

Location: Augusta, Maine.  

Beneficiaries: More than 14,000 students 
annually and 20,000 visitors overall. The 
museum hosts 50,000 visitors per year. 
This number is expected to rise with the 
ability to create virtual visits and educational 
programming.   

Duration: Two-year capital grant with 
ongoing collaboration in partnership  
with Central Maine Power.

What: Enhancement of the Energy Zone 
in the museum’s Discovery Center that 
includes modernization, technology, S.T.E.M. 
adaptation and education. The new education 
center will open in the summer of 2020.

Why did we do it?

Impact:
•	� The Maine State Museum will develop 

educational programming areas where 
hands-on learning can be employed. 
This update addresses the needs of 
21st-century learning and facilitates 
distance-learning opportunities, S.T.E.M.-
based learning and growing demand for 
family-centric discovery programming. 

•	� A new 2,500-square-foot Discovery 
Center will replace two outdated 
exhibits at the museum. This state-of-
the-art center will provide comfortable, 
transformative and flexible places for 
hands-on exhibits, plus workspaces to 
accommodate many levels of learning. 
The principal audience for the center 
will be students in grades 4-8 and 
family groups. 

Our Ongoing Role:
The Foundation provided seed capital  
to support the creation of the Discovery 
Center through planning and prototyping.  
It also will fund the development of the 
Avangrid Foundation and Central Maine 
Power Energy Zone. The zone will  

include a series of Science Spots using 
labels, kiosks and education posts to 
enhance popular science-related exhibits. 
The gift will help the museum’s scientists 
and educators realize the vision of energy 
pathways and information stations that 
will better connect visitors to vital exhibit 
themes. 

Partner: Friends of the Maine State Museum
ARTS & CULTURE/CLIMATE EDUCATION

The Maine State Museum 
is delighted to be a recipient of  

the Avangrid Foundation’s philanthropic
giving program. The seed funding has  
been instrumental in launching the  

museum’s ability to advance S.T.E.M.-based  
learning initiatives for students and families.  
The Foundation’s investment allows museum 
educators, scientists, curators, teachers and  
students the ability to create new scientific  
discovery experiences that will be vital to  

programming in a new museum education  
center for families. We believe that we  

have true partners invested in  
innovation that will advance  

educational outcomes.

Jennifer Dube, Director of Development,  
Friends of the Maine State Museum 

Bernard Fishman, Director, The Maine State  
Museum 
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CONNECTICUT: ART & CULTURE 

As a presenting sponsor of the International  
Festival of Arts & Ideas, the Avangrid Foundation’s 
generous support allows us to continue to bring 
the highest-quality mix of electric and energizing 
performances, artists and activities from around 
the world to New Haven, Connecticut. 

In 2017 the festival offered more than 200 events 
from June 3–24. More than 80% of these programs 
were offered free of charge, including all of the 

programs that took place as part of our “Scene on 
the Green” programming and Headliner Concert 
Series, made possible thanks to the sponsorship 
of the Avangrid Foundation. Highlights included 
main stage performances each weekend from  
the Jimmy Greene Quartet, Troker, Rusted Root 
and The Wailers. During the week, the Green  
was kept alive through family-friendly daytime 
concerts, hands-on art installations, yoga and 
dance lessons. 

Tom Griggs, Co-Director & Director of Development



 

Partner: Greater Than (formerly “I Have a Dream” Oregon)
SCHOLARSHIPS, EDUCATION & TRAINING MAINE: COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 

We were thrilled with the 
Avangrid Foundation’s positive 
and generous response to 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Greater Portland ’s request 
to support the construction of 
13 energy-efficient affordable  
homes for low- to middle-
income residents. They were 
easy to work with, understood  
the environmental goals we 
pursued and gave generously 
with advice for our success. 

Godfrey Wood, Executive Director

MASSACHUSETTS: COMMUNITY  
PARTNERSHIP 

Working for Worcester is proud 
and humbled to acknowledge 
the support of the Avangrid 
Foundation toward the project  
and the City of Worcester! Our 
work has transformed over  
100 spaces, engaged 5,000 
volunteers and invested over  
$1 million. Together we have 
built a sustainable organization 
and expanded our impact across 
the city. Thank you for joining 
us in our mission to provide safe 
recreation to our community!  

Colleen Naber, Executive Director
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Mission: To support and empower students 
from poverty-impacted communities to 
thrive in school, college and career. To 
that end, we identify and convene quality 
best-in-class partners (based on track  
record and evidence of impact) and 
recruit them to join our collaborative 
whole-school model on their own dime.

Location: Portland, Oregon.

Beneficiaries: Direct support of  
postsecondary scholarships for eight to 15 
students per year. Funds for programming 
indirectly support more than 850 students 
annually, with 300 in mentoring and 160 
families receiving other services including 
housing assistance.

Duration: Long-term relationship in 
partnership with Avangrid Renewables, 
including support in 2017.

What:
•	� Youth from poverty-impacted 

communities are able to access higher 
education though intensive, multi-year 
academic support and wrap-around 
services for families.

•	� Greater Than began in 1990 as “I Have a 
Dream” Oregon, partnering with schools 
in poverty-impacted areas by selecting a 
third-grade class to be a Dreamer Class. 
These “College Dreamers” receive three 
core services: mentoring, academic and 
social services. Dreamer Class students 
are also eligible for scholarships.

•	� Programs evolved to include a “Whole 
School Model” that mobilizes a wide array 
of community resources to support 
educational success, expose students to 
higher education from a young age and 
build on the strengths and potential of 
all students and their families.

Why did we do it? 

Impact:
•	� Approximately 50 students receive 

college support services annually. More 
than 1,100 students have benefited 
from Greater Than’s programs in  
the most poverty-impacted areas of 
Portland. These students persevere in 
the face of many significant challenges 
and numerous barriers to success.

•	� The model advances racial equity as 
a foundational element of all aspects 
of the work for all stakeholders, with a 
focus on dismantling systemic barriers 
to educational success.

Our Ongoing Role:
Since 2009 the Avangrid Foundation and
predecessor organizations have donated
more than $85,000 to support the 
Dreamer Scholarship Fund.

Tracy Bair, Grants & Gifts Manager

“I Have a Dream” Oregon,  
now known as Greater Than,  

is 100% philanthropically funded,  
and the Avangrid Foundation is one  
of a few foundations that will fund 

scholarships. We are grateful to  
partner with the Avangrid Foundation 

to carry out our mission to support 
and empower students from  

poverty-impacted communities  
to thrive in school, college  

and their careers.



 

Mission: MASS MoCA helps artists and 
their supporters create and show important 
new work, bringing to its visitors bold 
visual and performing art in all stages of 
production, while also creating a stimulating 
center of creativity and commerce that 
brings life and economic vibrancy.

Location: North Adams, Massachusetts.   

Beneficiaries: More than 250,000 visitors 
per year and growing, with a broad  
economic benefit to Berkshire County  
and the surrounding area.   

Duration: Historic and ongoing, in  
partnership with Berkshire Gas Company.
 
What: Investment in Mass MoCA expansion,  
exhibits and programs includes:
• 	� Support for renovation of Building 

6, the Robert W. Wilson Building, a 
130,000-square-foot expansion to its 
galleries and operating space as well as its 
30,000-square-foot interior courtyards.

• 	� Lead sponsor for the Gunnar Schonbeck 
exhibit, “No Experience Required,” on 
display until 2019 or beyond.

• 	� Support for “Free Day” programming in 
2017 and 2018. More than 4,000 visitors 
have taken advantage of this opportunity.

•	 Permanent named gallery. 

Why did we do it?

Impact
• 	�� MASS MoCA has become one of the 

world’s largest and most productive 
centers for making and showing new 
contemporary art. All 26 buildings on 
MoCA’s 19th-century factory campus 
are on the National Historic Register, 
including Building 6.

• 	�� MASS MoCA is a cornerstone of the 
Berkshire County economy and com-
munity. It is one of the most important 
cultural destinations in a region that 
is known internationally for cultural 
tourism and its creative economy.

Our Ongoing Role
•	� The Avangrid Foundation and Berkshire 

Gas continue an ongoing partnership with 
Mass MoCA that includes a permanent 
gallery for new and upcoming artists 
and diverse programming that attracts 
wide audiences.

•	� “No Experience Required” is both a 
hands-on experience for museum-goers 
and an investment in the permanent 
care of historically important and 
endangered works.

Partner: Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA)
ARTS & CULTURE

Above: Children in Gunnar Schonbeck; photo 
credit Graeme Sloan

Left: MASS MoCA full campus; photo credit 
Douglas Mason

MAINE: ART & CULTURE 

The Avangrid Foundation grant is the shot in the arm the Augusta 
Downtown Alliance Colonial Theater Restoration needs to kick 
start our theater’s construction phase. Once complete, Augusta 
Colonial Theater will be the preeminent showpiece for all of central 
Maine, drawing in tens of thousands of people to our capital city. 
We are fortunate that  Avangrid Foundation has the foresight and 
commitment to invest in Maine’s future.

Michael Hall, Director
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ART & CULTURE

Barrington Stage Company

Colonial Theater

Connecticut Association for the Performing 
Arts/Shubert Theater

Geva Theatre Center 

Maine State Ballet

Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary 
Art Foundation (Mass MOCA)

New Haven International Festival of Arts 
and Ideas

New Haven Symphony Orchestra

Peabody Museum of Natural History  
at Yale University 

Portland Museum of Art

Public Theatre

Rochester Area Community Foundation

Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra

Town of Southeast Cultural Arts Coalition

Tri-Cities Opera Company

University of Rochester – Eastman School 
of Music

Village of Convoy Historical Society

BIODIVERSITY, ENVIRONMENT  
& CLIMATE ACTION

Blue Mountain Wildlife

Friends of Lasdon Park and Arboretum 

Georges River Land Trust

Hawkes Aloft

Liberty Wildlife

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT)

Portland Trails

Red Creek Wildlife

Riverkeeper

Royal River Conservation Trust

Saving Our Avian Resources

University of Maine – Center for Research 
on Sustainable Forest

Whispering Willow Wild Care

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Action for a Better Community

All Hands Raised

American Cancer Society (National Chapter)

American Cancer Society (Rochester,  
New York)

American Heart Association of Maine

American Heart Association (Southern Tier)                                                          

American Online Giving 

American Red Cross 

Annual Children’s Book Donation for Maine

Baden Street Settlement

Boy Scouts of America Seneca Waterways

Boys & Girls Club of Geneva

Bridgeport Rescue Mission

Broome County Community Charities

Bryant University

Camp Harbor View Foundation

Camp Sunshine

Camp Ukandu

Cancer Community Center

CCSU Foundation

Chelsea Hicks Foundation

Christian Community Action

Connecticut Council for Philanthropy

Connecticut Food Bank

Connecticut Veterans Legal Center

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation (Portland, OR)

Donate Life Northwest

East Catholic High School

ECSU

Emanuel Medical Center

Embrace a Vet

Fairfield University

Georgia Tech Foundation

Good Shepherd Food Bank

Grace Christian Church

Habitat for Humanity – Broome County

Habitat for Humanity Fort Wayne

Habitat for Humanity Hartford Area

Habitat for Humanity of Coastal Fairfield 
County

Habitat for Humanity of Greater New Haven

Habitat for Humanity Portland (Maine)

Honor Flight Northeast Indiana

I Have a Dream

Partners in the Community*
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Ibero American Action League

Jobs for Mains Graduates

Junior League of Portland, Maine

Kids First Center

Maine Cycling Club

Maine General Medical Center

Maine Huts & Trails

Make-A-Wish Foundation of Northeast  
New York

Marietta College

Mercy House of the Southern Tier

Monroe Community College Foundation

Morrison Child and Family Services

National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Oregon 
Chapter

Operation Fuel

Oregon Food Bank

Heartshare Human Services of New York, 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn

Ronald McDonald Charities – Connecticut 
and Western Massachusetts

Sacred Heart Academy

Saint Joseph’s University

Salvation Army

Save the Children

Spiedie Fest Balloon Rally

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church

Students Helping Children Across Boarders

City of Rochester 

University of Connecticut Foundation

United Way – Valley United Way

United Way of Androscoggin County

Berkshire United Way

United Way of Broome County

United Way of Central & Northeastern 
Connecticut

United Way of Coastal Fairfield County

United Way of Franklin County

United Way of Greater New Haven

United Way of Greater Portland, Maine

United Way of Greater Rochester

United Way of Klamath Basin

United Way of Kennebec Valley

United Way of Mid Coast Maine

United Way of Mid Maine

United Way of Oxford County

United Way of the Tri-Valley Area

United Way of York County

United Way World Wide

Urban League of Rochester

Villanova University

Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Yale-New Haven Hospital

YMCA of Central Coast CT

YMCA of L/A

YMCA of Southern Maine

EDUCATION, RESEARCH & TRAINING

1 Berkshire Strategic Alliance

Adirondack Research Consortium

City of New Haven

Climate Generation: A Will Steger Legacy

Friends of the Maine State Museum

Gladys Allen Brigham Community Center

Junior Achievement of Southwest New 
England

Junior Achievement of Western Connecticut

Kennebec Valley Community College 
Foundation

Monroe Community College Foundation

Oregon Children’s Foundation – SMART

Oregon Museum of Science & Industry 

Oregon State University

Paleontological Research Institution/ 
Museum of Earth

Reed College

Rochester Institute of Technology

Rochester Museum and Science Center

Sciencenter Discovery Museum

Senator George J Mitchell Scholarship 
Research Institute

The Foundation for Maine’s Community 
Colleges

The Hartford Bishops’ Foundation

The Research Foundation of State University 
of New York - Binghamton University

University of Edinburgh

University of ICAI

University of Maine 

University of Rochester 

USGBC – NY Upstate Chapter

Vermont Energy Education Program
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avangrid.com

About AVANGRID
AVANGRID, Inc. (NYSE: AGR) is a leading, sustainable energy company with $31 billion in assets and operations in 24 U.S. states. AVANGRID 
has two primary lines of business: Avangrid Networks and Avangrid Renewables. Avangrid Networks owns eight electric and natural 
gas utilities, serving 3.2 million customers in New York and New England. Avangrid Renewables owns and operates 7.1 gigawatts 
of electricity capacity, primarily through wind power, with a presence in 22 states across the United States. AVANGRID employs 
approximately 6,500 people. AVANGRID supports the U.N.’s Sustainability Development Goals, received a Climate Development Project 
climate score of “A-,” the top score received in the utilities sector, and has been recognized for two consecutive years by Ethical 
Boardroom as the North American utility with the “best corporate governance practices.” For more information, visit avangrid.com. 

About Avangrid Foundation
The Avangrid Foundation is an independent organization that funds philanthropic investments primarily in areas where AVANGRID 
and its subsidiaries operate.  For more information, please visit the Avangrid Foundation section of our website: avangrid.com. 




